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Why Can’t I Be Baptized? 

 

Acts 1:8 - But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my witnesses, 

telling people about me everywhere—in Jerusalem, throughout Judea, in Samaria, and to the ends of the 

earth.” 

  

Acts 8:26-38 - As for Philip, an angel of the Lord said to him, “Go south down the desert road that runs from 

Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and he met the treasurer of Ethiopia, a eunuch of great authority 

under the Kandake, the queen of Ethiopia. The eunuch had gone to Jerusalem to worship, 28 and he was now 

returning. Seated in his carriage, he was reading aloud from the book of the prophet Isaiah. 29 The Holy Spirit 

said to Philip, “Go over and walk along beside the carriage.” 30 Philip ran over and heard the man reading from 

the prophet Isaiah. Philip asked, “Do you understand what you are reading?” 31 The man replied, “How can I, 

unless someone instructs me?” And he urged Philip to come up into the carriage and sit with him. 32 The 

passage of Scripture he had been reading was this: “He was led like a sheep to the slaughter. And as a lamb is 

silent before the shearers, he did not open his mouth. 33 He was humiliated and received no justice. Who can 

speak of his descendants? For his life was taken from the earth.” 34 The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, was the 

prophet talking about himself or someone else?” 35 So beginning with this same Scripture, Philip told him the 

Good News about Jesus. 36 As they rode along, they came to some water, and the eunuch said, “Look! There’s 

some water! Why can’t I be baptized?” 38 He ordered the carriage to stop, and they went down into the water, 

and Philip baptized him. 

 

We May Not Understand God’s Plans, But The Outcomes Will Always Prove That God’s Way Is Right. 

  

1. Patience.  

2. He Exercised The Power Of Observation.  

 

Philip: 

  

1) Followed The Spirit’s Leading  

2) Began The Discussion From Where The Man Was.  

3) Explained How Jesus Fulfilled Isaiah’s Prophecies.  

  

Water Baptism Was The Next Step Of Obedience In His New Faith.  



 

Matthew 28:18-20 - Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have been given all authority in heaven and on earth. 
19 Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son 

and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach these new disciples to obey all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: 

I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” 

 

Water Baptism Is An Outward, Visible Sign Of One’s Relationship With Christ And With Christ’s Church.  


